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G A R D E N  C I T Y   M I D D L E  S C H O O L  N E W S  

                                                                                                        Summer 2003 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
Nothing is so contagious as enthusiasm; it moves stones, it 
charms brutes.  Enthusiasm is the genius of sincerity, and truth 
accomplishes no victories without it.    --- Edward Bulwer-Lytton 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I trust this newsletter finds you and your family well and looking forward to 
the start of the new school year.    
 
Personally, I love the start of school, the new beginning, the hope of 
accomplishments and victories still yet to be.   This must be the wonder, 
the vision, and the enthusiasm of our middle school; a place where 
children will always have new beginnings.  A school where EVERY child 
feels valued and respected --  A nurturing school community where 
children explore new interests, support each other, recognize that we all 
have different “gifts” and that our differences are to be cherished.   
 
As principal, I affirm to you that we will never accept a child not reaching 
his/her fullest potential.  EVERY child deserves a first rate education with a 
challenging curriculum!  At this young age, we will not create limitations for 
our children through fixed tracking or artificial labels.  Indeed, we will 
nurture the enthusiasm of our students, ensuring them of victories yet to 
be.   
 
Please always feel free to contact me if I may ever be of service.   
 
With best wishes for a successful new school year, 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Osroff 
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Update: 
 
Selection as New York State Support School: 
 
We are very pleased to announce that our middle school has been 
selected by the New York State Education Department as a charter 
member of New York State’s Statewide Network of Middle-Level 
Education Support (Model) Schools.    
 
Commissioner of Education Richard P. Mills has informed us that our 
middle school was selected to, “…serve as an advocate for middle 
level education,…site for showcasing promising practices, and 
resource for advice and guidance.”    We are very excited that our 
school and restructuring plan has received this prestigious 
recognition.  We look forward to working with other middle schools to 
better meet the needs of students.   
 
New Assistant Principals: 
 
We are pleased to announce that we will have two new assistant 
principals joining the middle school this school year. 
 
Mr. Stephen Kimmel served as an assistant principal with Plainview – 
Old Bethpage School District, and before that with the Syosset 
School District.  His child-centered philosophy coupled with his wealth 
of experience will wonderfully enhance our middle school. 
 
Ms. Jean Miccio served the past two years as assistant principal at 
Garden City High School and has several additional years of 
administrative experience.   We are very excited about Ms. Miccio 
joining our middle school team – her enthusiasm and dedication to 
children will prove to be a great asset to our school.         
 
Please check our new and improved Home on the Web: 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 
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New Sixth Grade Guidance Counselor Michelle Ingoglia 

We are very pleased to announce that Michelle Ingoglia will be joining 
our Garden City Middle School guidance team as the new sixth grade 
counselor.  Mrs. Ingoglia is a highly experienced middle school 
counselor from the North Shore School District.  Without question, our 
new students will be wonderfully served through her efforts.   

Suggested Supply List: 

Enclosed within this mailing you will find the suggested supply list for 
your child’s team.  We hope this helps you avoid those long lines at 
Staples. 

Scheduling of Classroom Exams: 

As part of our restructuring, there will be a change in our scheduling of 
class exams.   Whenever practical, teamed teachers (English, Math, 
Social Studies and Science) are now expected to coordinate their 
exams so they will not fall on the same day.   Non-teamed classes (art, 
technology, electives, health, home and careers, world languages) will 
continue to have exams dispersed on a Day 1/Day 2 schedule.    
Further information will be forthcoming. 

Homework Volume: 

Teamed teachers will coordinate homework volume and projects to 
disburse the workload.  We expect middle school students to have a 
maximum of 1 ½ - 2 hours of homework on a typical evening.  While 
there may be limited times when the workload is beyond this maximum 
(studying for exams and project completion), this is the general guideline 
we will strive to maintain.  Research is very clear that homework beyond 
this amount, at this developmental stage, is counterproductive.   We will 
not confuse the quality of assignments with the volume.    

Middle School Calendar: 

Again, please remember that our monthly calendar is available every 
month on our Web page even if there is no newsletter for that month. 
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Music Department: 

We are pleased to welcome three outstanding music teachers to our 
middle school’s band program.   We are fully confident that they will 
continue to strongly enhance our music program. 

Mrs. Martha Boonshaft joins us from the Hewlett-Woodmere School 
System where she served for the past five years as the Director of the 
Middle School Band Program and as the Assistant Director of the High 
School Band.  She is also a highly accomplished flutist and woodwind 
specialist.   

Mr. Eric Mordhorst joins us from the Lawrence Woodmere Academy 
where he served as the Director of the Lower and Middle School Bands.   
He is a highly accomplished tuba and brass specialist. 

Additionally, we look forward to Mr. Stephen Mayo, who is assigned to 
the high school, joining us for part of the day in the middle school.   We 
are sure that he will also prove to be a wonderful asset to our program.     


